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Preserve your good luck

Y esterday the Politiken World Pairs 2000
was opened officially by Svend Auken,
Danish Minister of the Environment and
Energy.

In his speech Svend Auken told that he
was impressed that so many eminent
bridge players had come to Copenhagen
and he wished everyone an enjoyable
time during the stay. He continued:
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My brother already has told me, that he
himself has made a dramatic impact
today. Aswe say: Bottoms up!

Actualy | have made only one
contribution to bridge: | taught Jensto
play bridge when he was only 11 years
old, but he has overtaken me. | do not
know what Jens has done to bridge, but |
know what bridge has done to him, and
that isquite alot. It has given him
numerous friends, exciting experiences,
alot of travelling, afew results and — of
course — Sabine, and she is the most
fantastic prize he has won in the game.

| hope you will all preserve your good
luck, and if not at the table, then in the
city. Have an enjoyable time herein
Copenhagen.

With these words | officially open the
Politiken World Tournament here at the
Actually, | made only one contribution to bridge! Phoenix Copenhagen Hotel.

PHOENIX

COPENHAGEN
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Hot shots from

Why didn't they
ask for MY autograph?

Anyone for a
late rubber ?

On the one
hand...

And on the
other...
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Standings after Day 1

Pair Points Rank
Anton Maas - Vincent Ramondt 356 1
Knud-Aage Boesgaard - Hans Chr. Nielsen 352 2
Boye Brogeland - Erik Seelensminde 335 3
Giorgio Duboin - Norberto Bocchi 315 4
Andrew Mcintosh - Tony Forrester 312 5
Sabine Auken - Daniela von Arnim 309 6
Krzysztof Martens - Marek SzymanowskKi 305 7
Jaggy Shivdasani - Rev Murthy 305 7
Wang Weimin - Zhuang Zejun 289 9
Jens Auken - Dennis Koch-Palmund 288 10
Mads Krgjgaard - Jgrgen Hansen 283 11
Zia Mahmood - Fu Zhong 282 12
Eric Kokish - George Mittelman 281 13
Bettina Kalkerup - Charlotte Koch-Palmund 274 14
Larry Cohen - Steve Weinstein 271 15
Jan Jansma - Louk Verhees 240 16

Allocation of tables - ROUND 7

information.

Vu-graph Room (The Salon):
Pit Room (Gyldensteen):
Open Room (Frederik 3):
Closed Room (K abinet):

Players - NO smoking please!

tables1 and 8
tables2, 6 and 7
tables4 and 5

Contrary to the earlier announcement smoking is not
alowed at the tables during play. We regret the mis-
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The Sponsor-Player
Tournament

The third POLITIKEN World Pars started off on
Thursday night with a Pro-Am Tournament. From this
overture, we collected afew amusing hands for you.

At many tables, board 5 was a comedy of errors.
Krzysztof Martens, however, managed to recover a
couple of matchpointsin very determined fashion.

Board 5 & 532
N/N-S v765
+87
£Q9432
N
49864  (Qagefl 4 K-
vAKJ43 ° Sy 1092
+ A6 W E 4031095432
& 105 NN a7
S

o AQJ107
v Q8

¢ K

& AKJ86

When East opened 3¢ the normal action is for South
to double — thereafter the paths diverged. At the table
| was watching Martens as North guessed to introduce
his powerful heart suit — minors are for children — and
Nanna Wade passed, when perhaps it would have
been more prudent to bid 34. In his unappetizing
contract Martens received a club lead and played the
¢ K at once. The defence took the ¢ A and drew two
rounds of trumps at once before playing on diamonds.
That let Martens score a ruff in hand and now the 4 A
made his third trick. Six down vulnerable against non-
vulnerable opponents rarely scores well, but on this
occasion it was scarcely below average! Why is that
you may ask. Well look at the play in 5¢ doubled, a
‘sacrifice’ attempted by a couple of pairs. South in-
variably led his two top clubs, and East could ruff and
draw trumps aided by the convenient fall of the ¢ K,
then could similarly not misguess the hearts, for 650.
That third trick in 3» was worth itsweight in gold...

<4
v

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Cohen Hecht Vestergaard Forrester
pass 3¢ dbl.

pass 4e pass [$23

pass pass pass

Here we saw the real Pro in action. In a Pro-Am, it is
not done to double a colleague. Still, Larry could not
avoid scoring +200 and most of the matchpoints when
the contract went down two.

An off-shape auction we saw at a table where Boye
Brogeland was facing three ladies:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Karin Blakset Sabine Auken Boye Brogeland  Annette Apitz
pass 3¢ dbl.
pass 4% 4¢ (1?) 4a

pass pass pass

All iswdl that endswell.

It is always interesting to watch what happens when
Sabine and Jens Auken take on one another — after all
there is more than mere matchpoints at stake here.
And the first board of the pair gave Jens a chance to
test his declarer play.
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Board 7 4 KQ82
SALL v 102
¢ )84
* K843
N
4 A103 _ agndl  +9754
v A863 & =g v Q4
s AK10972 W E +0Q3
- ‘\?i' T #AQ1072
S
& J6
v KJ975
+ 65
*J965

It is easy to sympathize with Jens' partner here. After
1e -14 -3¢ -3NT Ole Eske-Bruun tried 44, leaving
Jens in a less than appetizing spot. On a heart lead
Jens won this in hand with the v Q and carefully led a
spade to the six ten and queen, leaving Sabine on play.
A heart was clearly going to achieve nothing, so Sa
bine shifted to a club. Jens finessed the queen, and
when it held he could lead trump to the jack and ace,
then play a third spade from dummy, and hold his
losers to just two trump tricks. Superficially it appears
that a diamond shift by Sabine scuttles the contract. It
does not matter which hand declarer takes the trick in,
when he plays ace and another spade Sabine wins and
shifts to a second heart, locking declarer in dummy
without the communications to draw trumps and run
the diamonds. That is not so however, so long as Jens
reads the cards well. He must win the diamond and
play the ace of spades, then abandon trumps, simply
leading out diamonds from dummy. The best Sabine
can do is to trump the fourth round of diamonds high
and play a heart. Declarer wins in dummy and leads
diamonds, overruffing Sabine and still with a small
trump in dummy to get back to that hand to cash the
last diamond.

Jens and the queen

11 tricks was a fine score for Jens Auken — a coupl e of
pairs had managed to make 11 tricks in 3NT on a
heart lead by the same play in spades described above,
but the field as a whole had only collected 630, or
Worse.

Larry Cohen was faced with a difficult lead problem
here | thought.
F

Difficult .....
Board 9 & 854
N/E-W v AK
¢ A75
& KJ873
N
432 _ _lla#ss 4 AJI06
v 9842 ‘?w "’E v 1075
¢ Q9432 G- = ¢ K1086
262 AT s - 205
4 KQ97
v QJ63
*J
& A1094

Sitting West, he heard his opponents bid

1% 1lv
INT 2%
3% 34
3NT

where 2& was checkback stayman. The choice
seemed to be between a spade and a diamond, with
dummy being marked with short diamonds and
declarer possessing the guards. | thought he did well
to lead a diamond, and although declarer still guessed
the clubs for ten tricks, the difference between holding
3NT to 430 instead of 490 was worth about half a top.
The logic in leading diamonds might be that if partner
turns up with the queen in the suit you lead you have a
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sure reentry to get you in to cash the suit if your
choice of a diamond is right. You may never regain
the lead if the spade lead sets up the suit when partner
contributes a minor honour.

Board 11 4 K75
g- v743
+J76
& Q872
N
& J109 Ty ol a4 AB62
v KJ108 L w5
* A2 w E + Q83
& J1065 & AK943
Q43
vyAQ962
+ K10954
Q-

Jergen Klausen and Hans Christian Nielsen did a fine
job on defence here | thought, although they were not
aone in collecting a penalty. When South opened 1v
and North responded INT Klausen doubled for take-
out, and that led to Nielsen subsequently doubling 2v
for pendlties. Neilsen led the #J and declarer ruffed
and should perhaps have tried to develop diamonds by
leading the suit from her hand. In fact she played a
spade to the king and ace and Klausen accurately
shifted to a trump, to the nine and ten. Nielsen then
made a good decision to give up a trump trick by re-
turning the suit. Declarer won and could do little but
lead spades. Nielsen won the third round and pressed
on with hearts, and declarer exited with her last heart.
That let Nielsen win and then run the clubs. Declarer
managed to collect a diamond trick at the end since
East had pitched a club on the trumps, but down three
for 500 was still an excellent score for E/W.

At another table, the bidding took a remarkably
different turn:

When Zia was playing his partner in the main event,
this was the auction:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Heilskov Nymark Fu Zia

1v
pass INT 2% 2¢
32 pass pass 3¢
pass 3v 3e pass
pass dbl. pass pass
4 dhbl. all pass

Fu apparently was not too eager to hear his partner
double 3v, and thus looked set for a mediocre result.

For EW, +130 would not have brought very many
matchpoints. When North doubled again, things
changed dramatically. There was no way to beat the
contract and +510 is more than +500!

On the board below, for once the spades were not
worth mentioning:

Board 15 & A643
SINS v 65

¢+ KQ5

*KQ74

N
«Q TV SV
vQ W ““""”E‘ v AJ10843
¢ Al09874 gy . .= ¢ J2
2110852 YAV A n063

S

& K1098752

vy K972

¢ 63

* -
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Heilskov Martens Fu Zhong Waade

pass

pass 1% 1v pass (?1)
2NT(1?) pass 4y dbl.
all pass

We will never know why South did not introduce her
spades. Nor will we know if West intended her 2 NT as
showing minors. Well, the latter need not be true. As
South did not bid spades, West need not have a spade
stopper to bid NT after all...

When Fu Zhong rebid his hearts, Mrs. Waade pulled the
trigger. Four Hearts doubled went down three, but 500
to NS was not enough compensation for the vulnerable
gamelost.

Board 18 & J43
E/N-S v QJ10
¢+ KQ102
& KJ8
N
s Q7 __Ba#hl s AKe2
v98742 f""’E v EK
¢ AT74 Zadad=l  Bul ¢ J63
21064 {29 4 aQ32
S
4 10985
v 653
+ 985
*975
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Finally, Helge Frederiksen and Anton Maas, demon-
strated the real secret of playing a Pro-Am; get the
right player as declarer! The field played 3NT here,
and on a spade lead there is time to set up the hearts
and even to take the club finesse, to make ten tricks —
although not everyone managed that. Helge rejected
that route. He opened 1# and raised Maas response
of 1v to 4v! Zia as North greeted the appearance of
dummy with a raised eyebrow. He asked Helge I
suppose heis agood player? Helge said ‘No!’ ‘Well,
do you play six-card major responses? said Zia. On
receiving a second negative, he said ‘Well, Larry
Cohen would not approve!’ but it turned out the joke
was on him! Zia as North had led the ¢ K of course.
Maas won and drew two rounds of trumps then
crossed to the 4 Q to draw the rest of the trumps.
When Zia played a third spade declarer could pitch a
club and ruff the fourth spade to hand, then take the
club finesse and ruff a club to hand to eventually play
a second diamond to the jack and collect his eleventh
trick for an excellent resuilt.

Helge Frederiksen displayed a "Ma(a)s"-sive trust in partner

From a Quiet 1" Round

In the first round, the boards were rather quiet. Not too
many fireworks, but the first chance of a dlam appeared
on the very first board.

Board 1 & KJ62
N/- v K853
¢ 7
& KJ82
N
&7 _ a#adl  +AQ853
v A1096 ° S
‘W E
¢ AKQ94 ime— - ¢J653
2973 O A A106
S
& 1094
vQJ72
¢ 1082
Q54
WEST NORTH EAST UTH
Fu Zhong Mittelman Zia Kokish
pass 1e pass
2¢ pass 3v pass
ANT pass Sy pass
6¢ pass pass pass

George Mittelman led his trump, which went to
declarer's nine. When Fu decided to take an immediate
spade finesse, the hand was quickly over. As Zia and
Fu were the only ones to reach the sam, they chalked
up ajuicy 11 imps, in fact the whole margin of their
eventua win over the Canadians.

On the last board of the set, Jens Auken and Dennis
Koch-Padmund settled the issue against their fellow-
countrymen Mads Krgjgaard and Jargen Hansen. Some
subtle rebids by Jens Auken placed the declaration in
his hand:

Board 10 4 Q10874
E/ALL v A103

+ 87

& K42

N
4 K532  [lagad 4 AJ9
v Q865 :‘w‘“""’“”“’é" v J9742
* 32 Demmr=t  Ew ¢ 109
£QJ7 BAC A4 PYN-Y

S

46

v K

¢+ AKQJ654

# 10853
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WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Hansen Koch-Palmund  Krgjgaard Auken

pass 1e
pass 1a pass 2%
pass 2¢ pass 2NT
pass 3NT all pass

3NT was the popular contract, which went down when
the declarers won the heart lead perforce with the king
in South and played a club to the king straight away.
Jens Auken as South took full advantage of his being
the closed hand. He aso won the heart lead with the
king, but he found an extra chance. He played a spade
a trick two, which went to East’s jack. Of course, the
contract still cannot be made, as the defence have three
spades and two clubs for the taking, but at trick two,
thisis not so easy to see. What is more, playing a spade
first cannot possibly cost as the defence can never take
more than three tricks in the suit and if the A is right,
it will be right later in the play as well. When East led
another heart, Jens suddenly was home. Can we really
blame East for not taking into account that declarer
might hold the singleton king of hearts? Full marks to
Jens Auken who deserved the game swing when his
well-conceived bidding wrongfooted the opponents.

Two more potential swing boards involved challenging
game contracts, where the choice of opening leads
would have abig impact on the result.

Board 2 4 KQ654
E/NS v Q94
¢+ A92
& K2
& AJ82 &3
v KJ7 v A1086532
¢ J65 ¢+ Q74
» Q86 & 94

¢+ K1083
# AJ10753

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Murthy Bocchi Shivdasani Duboin
4y pass

pass 4 pass pass

Sv dbl. all pass

Shivdasani’s decision to open 4v meant that his side
was the only one to sacrifice in 5v over the marginal
4s - infact, Duboin seriously considered bidding on to
54 over his partner’s double of 5¥ - wouldn't you?

He led the & 10 and declarer picked up the trumps, on
which Duboin threw a spade and two clubs. Next came
a low club from declarer's hand, and when Duboin
followed low he put in dummy'’s eight. The defence can
still collect 500 if Bocchi exits with a club now, letting
Duboin win his# A and lead his last spade. But Bocchi
led a top spade, ruffed by Jaggy who led his second
club. Now Duboin had to win and return a minor and
that let Jaggy out for down two.

Bocchi - Duboin at the players presentation

The popular spot, however, was 44, and only the v A
lead (or, even better, the double-dummy small heart)
could challenge declarer. When Sadensminde was
declarer onthe v A lead he played to ruff three heartsin
dummy, while cashing all the minor suit aces and
kings. He ended up in dummy to ruff a club with the
& 4. Both pleased and surprised when this held the
trick, he could exit with a diamond and collect two
more trump tricks in due course.

There is much more to be said, however, for ruffing the
last club not with the & 4, but with the & Q. From the
play so far, declarer can deduce that East probably is 1-
7-3-2. The singleton & J or 48 is as likely as the
singleton & 4 or & 2. So why not ruff high and exit with
the « K, hoping to pin the «J or &« 8 rather than the
small ones? Playing this way, Dennis Koch-Palmund
went down.
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Where the defence led a diamond declarer had a far
easier task since he no longer had a diamond to lose.
However, when Fu and Zia were defending they had a
chance to set the game. Declarer ruffed the v A lead
and led a trump to hand before ruffing a second heart.
Fu unblocked the K, which might have been
necessary on a different day, but here it smply alowed
declarer to hold hislosses to three trump tricks only.

On board 5, Jaggy and Murthy again deviated from the
standard contract.

Board 5 & QJ95
N/NS v 954

*9

& KJ1086

N
AAKS873  [faymdl 462
v108762 g vKJI3
¢AL04 Tl e K52
P E%W & A7532

s 104

vAQ

+ QJ8763

£0Q094

This time, Jaggy merely bid 2¥ when his partner
produced a Michaels cuebid over the 1¢ opening. 2v
made a peaceful 140 on a diamond lead, but elsewhere
the stekes were far higher. Forrester and Mclntosh
made 4v on a club lead; declarer could pitch a
diamond and arrange to ruff a spade low (overruffed by
the v Q for the v A play) and one spade high, smply
conceding a trick to the v 9 in the end. Brogeland and
Sadensminde similarly conceded 4v on the « 10 lead.

But it was far more chalenging elsewhere, when the
defence led a diamond either from the singleton or the
six-card suit. There, South could get in with the v Q to
give partner a diamond ruff, and again with the v A by
overruffing the spade to take a second diamond ruff for
one down. Cohen-Weinstein, among others, defeated
4v thisway.

Nice defences

by
Eskil Hagen ("Bridge i Norge")

A smple defensive move by Boye Brogeland led
declarer astray on the board below.

Board 19 453
SEW v 873
¢ K9632
& K32
’ N
4 J10964 :)‘@Aj@yﬂ & AQ7
v A105 v 962
J8 " E Ab54
¢ ‘-W’i‘i?’i ¢
& A87 BMSFW & Q1065
& K82
vy KQJ4
¢+ Q107
& J94
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Jansma Sedensminde Verhees Brogeland
1v
pass 2v pass pass
24 pass pass pass

After this perfectly normal auction, North led a heart to
South's jack and declarer’'s ten. Jansma won the v K
continuation with the ace and led a spade to the queen,
ducked by Brogeland. After this, Jansma placed the & K
with South who had opened the bidding, and decided to
play accordingly. Thus, he called for the #Q from
dummy. When North won a’surprise’ #K, there was no
longer any play for the contract and Jansma had to
concede one down.

At another table, after a smilar auction Andrew
MclIntosh led a trump. Forrester won the 4k and
created the same illusion for declarer when he returned
the v Q. As aresult, Hansen also misguessed the clubs
and went one down.

We saw a variation when Martens-Szymanowski were
playing Auken-Von Arnim.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Von Arnim Martens Auken Szymanowski
1s

1a pass 2% pass

24 al pass
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Martens led a trump, won by Szymanowski who
returned a more pedestrian v K, ducked by declarer.
Daniela won the next heart and pulled the trumps. A
low diamond then went to the jack and king. North
returned his last heart, won by South who exited with
the ¢ Q. Dummy’s ace won this trick and now the
moment of truth had come. Club to the ace and club to
the ten and jack. One down the straightforward way.

More news from
Round 2

In the second round, Daniela von Arnim and Sabine
Auken had to face Krzyszstof Martens and Marek
Szymanowski. The ladies won the round 65-35, mainly
because the Poles |et through two vulnerable games:

Board 13 & QJ32
N/ALL v 863

¢+ AJ10

& J82

N
4 1085 ’:'—“@Aﬁ@aw, o AK94
v10942 , "TTg vKQ5
¢+ K63 e o= ¢ Q4
2 Q105 Tﬁ%ﬁ 2 AK43

476

v AJ7

¢ 98752

#9976
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Von Arnim Martens Auken Szymanowski

pass 1% pass

1e pass 1v pass
1a pass INT pass
3NT al pass

After this strong club relay auction, Szymanowski led
the ¢ 8 which ran to declarer's queen. next came the
v K which held the trick. A low spade now went to the
ten and queen, and Martens apparently had no idea of
what was going on, as he returned a spade. Of course,
a this point a heart return would lead to a swift three
down. In red life, Sabine won the # A and next led a
diamond to the king hersdlf. Martens won the ace and
now once again had the chance to defeat the contract by
three tricks. When he returned yet another spade,
Sabine inserted the nine. When this held, she was home
when the clubs were 3-3 after all.

A few boards |ater:

Board 16 e K743
W/EW v J93

¢ J632

& A2

N
& A5 ‘ﬂm%ﬂﬂl & 962
v Q104 ::‘;v‘fwfm"ﬂ?‘ vyAb62
¢ 1085 e = ¢ AKQ94
4KQJ83 E_“%'W 74

& QJ108

vy K875

¢ 7

& 10965
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Von Arnim Martens Auken Szymanowski
1le pass 1v pass
INT pass 3NT all pass

Once again a precision-style auction with an element of
improvisation in it. North found the best lead of a low
spade, won immediately by declarer with the ace. The
diamonds were then tested, declarer unblocking the
¢ 10 from her hand in the second round of the suit as
they did not break. In the meantime, South had to find a
discard. With the spade situation already clear from the
cards played to trick one, an encouraging heart looks
O.K., but this leaves the club situation in doubt.

The value of this point was proved at the table when
Danielaled alow club to her king, won immediately by
Martens. End of story. Kokish-Mittelman defended
along the same lines and thus aso let the contract
through. Eric Kokish pointed out afterwards that maybe
the # 10 isthe clearest discard.

Against Forrester-Mclntosh, Jargen Hansen followed a
different line. He aso won the first spade, but he then
cashed only one top diamond before leading a club to
the king and ace. Two spades were cashed by the
defence and Forrester then exited with a club. This
way, declarer found out that clubs were 4-2 and spades
4-4. Was this enough reason for him to finesse the
diamonds? He did not think so, and that led to him
playing diamonds from the top for one down.

On the next board to be shown, Forrester-Mclntosh
were the only pair in the proper contract.

Their 3NT cannot possibly be defeated, but al other
seven tableswerein 4v .

10
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Board 12 a4 A752
WINS v3

¢+ KQJ973

& K5

N
s J96  lagl  4Q1084
vae  MalUE Y ads,
§J98764.§mf'§»L§32

s K3

v KJ107642

¢ 10

2 A Q10

On aclub lead, declarer has to diagnose the danger and
play diamonds to create a home for the third club. But
thislineis by no means indicated, unless the opponents
signals make it so. Three declarers duly went down,
four made the contract, (some avoiding the club lead),
but Marek Szymanowski made the contract on a club
lead by playing ¢ at once.

The round had started nicely for the ladies, as this had
been the first board:

Board 11 4 QJO8
S- v Q7
¢ AJ10872
&4
N
a4 gl 4 AK765
vA963 T E vK108
¢ KQB53 ““Hyee— ¢ 94
*KQ6 ES:W & 1053
4 1032
v J542
‘ -
& AJ9872
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Von Arnim Martens Auken Szymanowski
pass
1e pass 14 2%
dbl. 2¢ dbl. all pass

Overcdling against artificial diamonds is aways
difficult. 2% would probably have gone down two, but
aswest happened to have adiamond suit of her own 2¢
was down three, 500 and 6 imps to the ladies who thus
were off to aflying start.

And then
Round 3

Matches between husband and wife are aways worth
watching. In round 3 it was Charlotte Koch-Palmund
againgt Dennis. This match basicaly hinged on two
Grand Slam decisions. Hereisthefirst:

Board 23 453
S/ALL vy K652
¢ K74
&#KQ83
s AKQ742
=2 +10
- ¢ Q863
& 105
& J108
v 987
¢ 102
&J7642
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Charlotte Dennis Kalkerup Auken
pass
1v pass 1s pass
2¢ pass 3a pass
4 pass 4v pass??

This was how the auction started:

34 was forcing, of course. Now, does 4 promise a
high-card control or could it be shortage? Charlotte
thought one thing, Bettina another, and when the smoke
had cleared the partnership was in 74 . Jens Auken led
the ¢ 10, and when Bettina ran this to her Queen she
was quickly one down. In fact, she had little else to
play for. One down was a huge swing out whereas
playing and making 64 would have been an equaly
large swingin.

At another table, EW did not solve the problems of this
hand either.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Weingtein Maas Cohen Ramondt
pass

1% pass 1s pass

2y pass 24 pass

3e pass 3NT pass

Ty pass pass pass

11
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With diamonds never mentioned, assessing the full
value of the East hand had become a little difficult. 9
imps away for the Americans.

On the final deal of the set, the ladies set up a barrage
which reminds one of a comment by the Duke of
Wellington on his own troops: 'l do not know what they
do to the enemy but by God, they frighten me!’

Charlotte scared the s...lam out of her husband

Board 30 s AK4
E/- v A108
¢ Q1065
& K76
N
Q872 _ llagagl 4710963
vJ653 W R E Y-
¢ 74 e e — ¢ J982
* Q52 T”%W #J1093
&5
vyKQ9742
¢+ AK3
& A84
WEST NORTH EAST OUTH
Charlotte Dennis Kalkerup Auken
2e 3v
34 SNT pass 4v
pass pass pass

When Charlotte raised to 34 , Dennis was robbed of his
34 cuebid. he tried 3NT and Jens Auken took a full
five minutes to sign off in 4v, losing 13 imps for his
pains.

Only four pairs reached the grand, twice in NT and
twicein hearts.

On board 26, Cohen-Weinstein found a good
anticipatory save against 5¢ , only to find out that most
of thefield were languishing in 3NT:

Board 26 4 Q87
E/ALL v A
¢ QJ109876
& J4
N
& K4 M" 4 J9653
vQJ432 ”E v 109765
¢ K52 o= 4 3
2+ KQ5 ﬁ%‘@‘ 276
& A102
vy K8
¢ A4
& A109832
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Weingtein Maas Cohen Ramondt
pass 18
1v 2¢ 4y dol.
pass pass pass

This contract went two off for a loss of only 500, but
yet the Americans had lost 10 more imps.

The Americans at the player presentation
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The evening session
starts

The most interesting encounter of the round no doubt
was the match between Sabine and Jens Auken. In
1997, the ladies won by a big margin, in 2000 they won
again. As the boards were pretty quiet (a good idea of
the randomizer, just after dinner) the exchanges were
not very big, the final score being 56-44 to Sabine and
Danidla. The two higgest swings were of 7 and 6 imps
only. Herethey are:

Board 3 & Q96
SEW vy AQJ10953

¢ A7

&8

N
4 104 :LELQWXEL 4 AK8532
v4 W . E YK76
¢ K3 nnnnn oo ,W; * J92
*#AKQJ107 r"% *3

& J7

v 382

¢+ Q108654

& 9062
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Von Arnim Koch-Palmund  Sabine Jens

pass

1% 4 44 pass
5a pass 5NT pass
64 pass pass pass

One down and 6 imps to the men. After the strong club
and the preempt, it would have been superhuman for
Sabine to pass 5.

This deal produced fireworks al over the place. When
you go down in adam and lose only 6 impsiit is clear
your colleagues are also having problems with the deal!

Of the eight EW pairs facing the problems of this deal
three solved them successfully, three were unsuccessful
and two were abject failures.

Two pairs reached 3NT with the EW cards. When
Steve Weinstein opened 3¢ as South and Zia
overcaled 3NT, Larry Cohen decided not to compete
and conceded 690.

Tony Forrester opened 2¢ and Brogeland also bid
3NT. Andrew McIintosh now competed to 4v, but

Brogeland pulled his partner's double of that bid to
ANT to collect the same 690.

The third table to score a game were Shivdasani-
Murthy. They were helped by Charlotte Koch-
Palmund’s pass in first seat, after which the auction
developed asfollows:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Murthy Kalkerup Shivdasani Koch-Palmund
pass

1a 1v 1a pass

3% 3v 34 pass

5% pass pass pass

Murthy did well to jJump to 5 at hisfinal turn to get to
asensible spot.

Though Martens-Szymanowski were unsuccessful, one
has to have some sympathy for them. Szymanowski
opened a Polish club and Maas jumped al the way to
4v . Martens bid 44 and Szymanowski was obliged to
pass this as bidding 5% now would show a
powerhouse.

Playing 44, Martens received a heat lead and
continuation. He ruffed in dummy and next cashed the
& AK. Then, he tried to run the clubs, but Maas ruffed
the second round and exited with a heart to collect two
diamond tricks in the end.

Kokish-Mittelman had a typica problem after an off-
centre 3NT overcal:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Kokish Wang Mittelman Zhuang
3¢

3NT 4¢ 44 pass

5% pass 5v pass

6% pass pass pass

Is5# acuebid or is West bidding his own suit?

Still, at least, they did better than V erhees-Jansma:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Jansma Krgjgaard Verhees Hansen
3¢

3NT 4y 4 pass

ANT pass S5NT pass

G dbl. 64 pass

pass dbl. al pass

The defence cashed their two red aces and collected a
trump trick for down two and +500. That is not bad, of
course, but compare it to what Nielsen-Boesgaard did
to 44 by Bocchi:

13
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A heart went to the ace and North led his club. Bocchi
led a second club, ruffed by Nielsen with the 4 9 and
overruffed with the « K. Now a diamond to the king
and ace, a diamond to the ten and the ¢ Q ruffed and
overruffed. When Nielsen exited with his last trump,
declarer had to lose a trump and a heart trick and thus
was down three!

The outcome of the board below depended very much
on the lead.

Board 5 & J952
N/NS v A95
¢ 983
& 1054
N
4 108 M_W 4 Q63
vy K87643 “w J“—E" v 102
¢ 5 [Ea Y ot -~ ¢ AKQ6
2AK97  [FHEY T 43862
S
o« AK74
vQJ
¢ J10742
Q3
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Von Arnim Koch-Palmund  Sabine Jens
pass INT pass
4y pass pass pass

On a spade lead, you lose two spades and three hearts.
On adiamond lead, found at two tables, you make 4v
because the spades go away and the #Q duly comes
down. The Greek gift is the club lead, found by north at

three tables. If you play dummy’s jack, you are one
down because you lose a club in the end, apart from the
three hearts. As Dennis Koch-Pamund put a low
diamond on the table, the men lost the imps won two
boards before.

Board 7 looks like a quiet partscore hand, but with the
diamonds well protected, the hearts 6-2 in the entryless
hand and both black suits 3-3, 3NT cannot be defested.
Wang and Zhuang came back to respectability when
they managed to bid this contract and score 11 imps for
their efforts.

Board 7 4 QJ7
SALL v K 10

+ K953

£QJ76

N

a A42  Gagadl  +1065
vyAb6 =s RS vQJ9754
eQio7a W . E 7

* K43 MY w1092

S

& K983

v 832

¢+ A8BG6

& A85
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Kokish Wang Mittelman Zhuang

1a

1e dbl. pass 1a
pass 3NT al pass

On a heart lead and continuation, declarer's problems
were over soon.




